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AN ADDITIONAL TREE-YUCCA AND ONE OTHER SPECIES 
NEW TO THE UNITED STATES. 

BY WILLIAM TRELEASE. 

When my revision of the Yucceae was published, in 1902, 
fragmentary or aberrant specimens collected in the Bound- 
ary region about sixty years ago by Bigelow were tentatively 
referred to Yucca rostrata. Of recent years, plants that I 
cannot distinguish from these, but which appear to be dif- 
ferent from though closely allied to F. rostrata, have been 
collected in western Texas by several botanists and though 
^till incomplete the material that I have seen is sufficient 
for the characterization of this plant, which is dedicated to 
Mr. 0. H. Thompson of the Missouri Botanical Garden, who 
has collected it on several occasions. 

Yucca Thompsoniana Trelease. 

Y, rostrata Trelease, Kept. Mo. Bot. Gard. 13: 68, — as to the 
Bigelow collection. 
Flowering whil^ stemless but at length caulescent with a trunk 
about 1 m. high, more or less cespitose. Leaves linear to typically 
narrowly lanceolate and dagger-like, 4 to mostly 6-10 mm. X 1&-25 
or exceptionally 35 cm., nearly flat, straight and rigid, bluish and 
somewhat glaucous, striate, more or less roughened on the back, 
pungent with a finally brown acicular spine, the minutely denticulate 
margin bright yellow. Inflorescence about 1 m. high, the upper half 
or more simply paniculate, more or less evanescently floccose or 
glabrous. Flowers with segments about 40 mm. long. Fruit capsular, 
erect, tardily dehiscent, narrowly ovoid, 20X40 mm., attenuate above 
into a slender fragile rather straight beak, the heavily obconical 
pedicel often bearing the reflexed segments of the dried perianth: 
exocarp at first waxy with a broad raised line down the rounded back 
of each carpel: seeds small, 4X6 mm., rather thin, dull. 

Texas and adjacent Mexico, in the region of the great 
bend of the Rio Grande, from Devils River to Presidio, 
Marathon and San Elizario.— FZ. 104,-107. 

Specimens examined :— Below San Elizario {Bigelow, June 
14, 1852). Bufatello, near Presidio del Norte {Bigelow, 
August 10, 1852, — the type) . Los Moros {Bigelow, Septem- 
ber 23, 1852). Langtry {Thompson, 156, 1909). Devils 
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River (Griffiths, 1909). Pecos Viaduct (Thompson, 1910). 
Marathon (Lloyd, 4-^ 1910). Sanderson (Thompson, 1911; 
Wooton, 1911). 

So closely allied to F. Thompsoniana as to be easily con- 
fused with it, is another plant likewise of the group of 
F. mpicola that differs about as much from the one as it 
does from the other. This may bear a name commemora- 
tive of its collector, the late Mr. Julien Reverchon, an 
enthusiastic student of the flora of northern and middle 
Texas, whose herbarium now constitutes an important unit 
in the large Garden herbarium. 

Tucca Beverchoni Trelease. 

Acaulescent. Leaves narrowly lanceolate, 12-15 mm. X 30-40 or 
even 60 cm., nearly flat, straight and rigid, green, at most evanes- 
cently a little glaucous, pungent with a slender at first honey-colored 
spine, the minutely denticulate margin somewhat reddish yellow. 
Inflorescence scarcely 1 m. high, simply paniculate above, at first 
whitened with long soft floccose hairs. Flowers with segments 50-60 
mm. long. Capsules and seeds ? 

Western Texas, in the region between Y. mpicola and F. 
Thompsoniana. — PL 108. 

Specimens examined: — San Angelo (Reverchon, 4,030, 
May 20, 1903,— the type). Near Ft. Clark (Havard, IS, 
October, 1883). Comstock (Thompson, April 12, 1911). 

Accumulated material shows that each species of the 
rupicola alliance may be expected to occur in a form entirely 
lacking the normally characteristic marginal denticulation 
of the leaves. At present such smooth-edged forms are 
known for three of the five species, and for distinction they 
may be named Y. rupicola edentata (Cedar Hill, Dallas Co., 
Texas, Reverchon, 968, June 20, 1903), Y.rostrata Integra 
(Hacienda de la Babia, near Sabinas, Coahuila, Mex., End- 
lich, 1161, March 10, 1906*), and Y. rigida inermis 
(Symon, Zacatecas, Mex., 8ra. de Chivo, June, 1908, re- 
ceived from Professor F. E. Lloyd with the local name 
Palma San Jose, under his number 77). 

* Cf. Rept. Mo. Bot. Gard. 18. 226. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 

Plate 104. — Yucca Thompsoniana. 1, Two plants, one nearly acaul- 
escent and the other with a trunk about 4 ft. long. Photographed near 
Marathon, Texas, by Professor F. E. Lloyd. 2, A cluster of essen- 
tially acaulescent plants. Photographed at Langtry, Texas, by Mr. 
C. H. Thompson. 

Plate 105.-— Yucca Thompsoniana, Type sheet, in the herbarium 
of the New York Botanical Garden. About one-third natural size. 

Plate 1^%.— Yucca Thompsonmna. Part of a fruiting inflorescence, 
from the Pecos (Thompson), Natural size. 

Plate 107. — 1, Yucca Thompsoniana, 2, Y, rupicola. Capsules 
and seeds, natural size. 

Plate 108.-— Yi^cca Reverchoni, 1, Flowers of the type collection. 
2, Narrow leaf fragment and part of young panicle (Thompson), 
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YUCCA THOMPSONIANA. 
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YUCCA THOMPSONIANA. 
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Plate 106. 




YUCCA THOMPSONIANA. 
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Plate 107. 
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YUCCA THOMPSONIANA and Y. RUPICOLA. 
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Plate 108. 




YUCCA REVERCHONI. 



